Great Britain

The British isles consist of two large islands, Great Britain and Ireland, and about five thousand small islands. Their total area is over 244000 square kilometers. The UK is made up of four countries: England, Wales, Scotland and Northen Ireland. Their capitals are London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast respectively. GB consists of England, Scotland and Wales and does not include Northen Ireland. The UK is one of the world’s smaller countries. Its population is over 58 million. About 80% of the population live in cities. The UK is a highly developed industrial country. The UK is a constitutional monarchy. In law, the head of State is the Queen. In practice, the Queen reigns, but does not rule. The British Parliament consists of two chambers: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The climate of Britain is mild and warm because of the warm Gulf Stream. London, the capital of the country, is situated on the Thames. The most important industrial cities are Manchester, Leeds, Bristol, Edinburgh, Birmingham and others. Cambridge and Oxford are famous university cities.
